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MINI REPORT #1





    Water Report

CFUW Southport’s Caroline Day gave her Water Report to those of us present at the Legislative Standing Committee Meeting, on Saturday, January 16th.

Caroline told us that CFUW OC has been an active member of the multi-sector provincial Great Lakes Annex Advisory Panel (GLAAP) since its inception in 2004 and remains a member of the Advisory Panel today.

The historic agreement speaks to the prohibition of Intra-Basin Transfers (the transfer of water from one Great Lake to another).  Water transferred out of a Great Lake’s watershed, must be returned, after use and treatment, to that same source watershed.

The Ministry of the Environment (MOE) is proposing to include both upstream and downstream connecting channels.  Downstream Connection Channels, however, flow out of the lake – away from the central point.

MOE plans to have Draft Regulations of its proposal posted by the end of March, 2010.

Since 2004, CFUW OC has been closely following the development of policy to protect the Great Lakes and CFUW OC is very much opposed to this proposal to redefine the watersheds of the Great Lakes to include Downstream Connecting Channel.

Why is MOE considering this proposal?

Because there are Municipalities (for example, London) whose boundaries straddle the junction between one of the Great Lakes and a downstream connecting channel.  When London returns its water, it returns it to a downstream channel.  It’s expensive to retrofit the city’s infrastructure in order to return treated water back to the lake of origin as the Safeguarding and Sustaining Ontario’s Waters Act (SSOWA) requires.

[London does the following.. from Lake Huron to the Thames River into Lake St. Clair, thence to St. Clair River and then to Lake Erie].
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Why does it matter?

Because it sets a dangerous precedent for water management within the Great Lakes Basin at a time when groundwater is under increasing threat across Ontario.

Possible Solutions proposed by CFUW OC:

CFUW OC proposes that the Province can “grandfather” existing Municipal systems that straddle the Lake/channel divide.

CFUW OC proposes that the Province “grandfather” existing systems that pipe water through Intra-Basin Transfer but do not return the water after use to the source watershed. 

Then going forward… CFUW OC proposes that all future requests for new and/or increased Intra-Basin Transfers adhere to the prohibition provisions in the SSOW Act.

If any CFUW-N member is interested in pursuing this further, CFUW Southport has composed a letter/information that any CFUW member can use to meet with a local MP or to write a letter to the local paper.  I have a copy of the prototype.





MINI REPORT #2




          Accessibility Report

Bev Beaudreau of CFUW St. Catharine’s presented her Accessibility Report.  Bev herself is deaf (uses two signers) and is Past President of CFUW St. Catharine’s.

There are approximately 1.85 million people in Ontario who have a disability = 1 in 7.  Over the next 20 years, that number will rise to 1 in 5 Ontarians.

June 13, 2005 saw the Provincial Government pass the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act 2005 (OADA).

Ontario is the first jurisdiction in Canada to develop, implement and enforce mandatory accessibility standards.  The Act applies to both private and public sectors.

CFUW OC’s goal, through the Act and Accessibility Standards, is to make Ontario fully accessible by 2025.
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Accessibility Standards are the rules that businesses and organizations in Ontario will have to follow to identify, remove and prevent barriers to accessibility.

The first Standard to come into effect/law is the Accessibility Standards for Customer Service – January 1st, 2010.  The public sector had to meet requirements by January 1, 2010 and the private sector and non-profit sector will follow January 1, 2012.

Ontario is also developing standards in areas of:

· built environment (buildings and other structures

· employment

· information and communications

· transportation

These standards are being finalized now says Bev Beaudreau.

Note:  CFUW OC’s AGM is being held in St. Catharine’s May 14 & 15 2010 and its theme is:  ACCESSIBILITY:  Creating Inclusive Communications.





MINI REPORT #3





  Poverty Report

Brenda Hall of CFUW Hamilton presented her report on the current state of poverty in Ontario.

Federally…

Nationally, the current child poverty rate = 11.7% - the exact same rate as in 1989 when Parliament passed its resolution to end child poverty.

In Ontario, child poverty is 12.6%.  In Hamilton, 1 in 4 children lives in poverty.

On November 24th, 2009, a new motion was adopted in the House of Commons to…”develop an immediate plan to eliminate poverty for all in Canada”.

On December 9th, 2009, Senators Art Eggleton and Hugh Segal spoke to a Senate Report called:  In from the Margins, a Call to Action on Poverty, Housing and Homelessness.
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Provincially…

· On January 11th, 2010, Premier McGuinty appointed a panel of 9 people from anti-poverty organizations in order to comprise the Social Assistance Review Advisory Council.

This Social Assistance Review Advisory Council has been asked to provide advice on short-term changes that can be made as well as recommendations about the scope and terms of reference that will guide the review – by April 2010.

In October 2009, the Provincial Government announced it would be phasing in full-day learning for 4/5 year-olds by September 2010.  The schools were announced locally a couple of weeks ago and a portion of the first schools will be in low-income neighbourhoods.

$50 million, over the next two years, has been committed for this program.

However, Federal funding for pre-school children has come to an end and there are no assurances that the Province will continue to invest $64 million annually, the amount needed to maintain the 8,000 child-care fee-subsides for younger children.

Andrea Calver of the Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care – one of the Guest Speakers at the Standing Committee Meetings of January 16th -  spoke of her advocacy work that she and the other members of the Coalition have been doing for 15 years!

The CBCC is encouraging Ontarians to contact their MPPs about the cuts to child-care subsides and their petition can be found on their Website:




www.childcareontario.org
· Put Food in the Budget Endorsement…

Put Food in the Budget was part of the Province’s announcement - in 2008 - of a Poverty Reduction Strategy with the promise to reduce child poverty by 25% in 5 years.

If any of you is interested in this topic, please see the BB for copies of this Endorsement which you may take with you and sign and forward appropriately.
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· Claw-back of monies from the Basic Needs Allowance portion of OW (Ontario Works) and ODSP (Ontario Disability Support Program)…

The Problem:  The Provincial Government increased the Ontario Child Benefit in July 2009 but at the same time, they reduced the Basic Needs Allowance on social assistance payments;  the net gain to some families living in poverty was as low as $1.00.

CFUW Hamilton wrote an Op Ed for the Hamilton Spectator  (please see me for their website information) which they are pleased to share so that other CFUW Clubs can use the information provided to write to their own local papers and/or mail or email their own local MPPs.  CFUW Hamilton also encourages local Clubs to contact their Municipal Government, in particular the Mayor.  Much to CFUW Hamilton’s delight, the Hamilton Mayor read their Op Ed and took it upon himself to write to the Premier supporting CFUW Hamilton’s concern about this Claw-back.

http://thehamiltonspectator.com/opinion/article685943

